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A giant 'jelly ball' works as a lens, forming an inverted 
image of two Science Workshop participants:  

Kara and Gursevak. 

 

Gordon Gore - Photo 



 2 

 

Science World Visits the BIG Little Science Centre 

 

Science World Visitors Sherry Lu and Charlotte Swanson did three 

presentations on Saturday, March 12. The two presenters enthralled the crowd 

with a show based on the five senses. The photos capture the spirit of the 

demonstrations. 

 

 

 

Taste and Smell 
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Touch 

 

 
 

Sound 

 

 

 

Sherry and Charlotte also demonstrated Light using a retinal fatigue 

experiment, which has to be personally experienced to appreciate. 
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Invitational Elementary Science Camp 
Gordon Gore Photos 

 

Eighteen young people from three elementary schools showed up for a special 
day of hands-on chemistry at the BIG Little Science Centre on Friday, February 
19. It was a professional development day in Kamloops, and these students 
gave up a 'day off' from school to come to our workshop. Keen science teachers 
at McGowan Park Elementary, Arthur Stevenson Elementary and Summit 
Elementary encouraged their students to sign up for the special day.  Gordon 
Gore designed the program, but the heavy work of presenting and 
running the day was done by Gord Stewart and Ken Schroeder. As always, 
Director Adele Stapleton provided support throughout the day. The kids 'had a 
blast'. The photos tell the story better than I can, so here just a few of the 200 
photos taken. 
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Light and Sound: Now a Topic for Grade One in B.C. 
 

Gordon Gore 

 
Lightning storms are both frightening and thrilling to watch and to hear. The 
storm in the photograph was shot from a deck in Westsyde, but some of the 
lightning strikes were many kilometres away in South Kamloops. Light travels 
at Nature's speed limit (300,000,000 m/s), so we saw the flashes almost 
instantly. However, the sound of the thunder created by the lightning strikes 
did not arrive at our ears for several seconds. Sound travels at about 330 m/s 
(depending on air temperature), so the speed of light is approximately one 
million times the speed of sound. 

Light travels very fast, but space is very large, so it takes measurable time for 
light from a star to reach us. The Sun is our nearest star, and it takes about 8 
minutes for its light to reach Earth. 

The next nearest star is Proxima Centauri, and its light takes more than 4 
years to get here.  

  

Light from the bright star Sirius 
left that star more than 2 years 
before your grade one students 
were born!  

 

When astronomers look at the 
stars, they are looking into the 
past. They may be seeing light 
that left their source many 
billions of years ago. 
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The sun's visible light appears almost white. However, it can be dispersed into 
a range of colours by tiny water drops in the air, as in this rainbow. We can 
show children how to disperse white light, using simple equipment available at 
the science centre. 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre can really help teachers with the Grade 1 science 
topics of Light and Sound. We have designed two new shows: a Light Show 
and a Sound Show. We also have a number of hands-on activities available on 
Light.  The activities generally use materials that are available if one wished to 
try them in the classroom or at home. The shows use more sophisticated 
equipment. They are designed to get kids excited about science and hopefully 
encourage them to explore more on their own. The shows deal with ways to 
make sound and light, and with many of their fascinating properties. The BIG 
Little Science Centre has gathered many interesting and unique 
demonstrations, many of which cannot easily be done in the average 
classroom. We know that young children enjoy these shows, which are based 
on the more sophisticated programs we have used for years.  

A full moon can light up the evening sky, 
but the moon does not provide its own 
light. It is a giant reflector of the Sun's 
light. Light reflected from the moon's 
surface takes about 1.3 seconds to reach 
Earth. 

To book a visit for your Grade 1 class, phone the science centre at 250 554 2572, 

or email Gord Stewart or Susan Hammond.     <Gord@blscs.org>   <Susan@blscs.org> 
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Upcoming at the  

BIG Little Science Centre 
Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 4pm   

Full activity information is on the website calendar (blscs.org).  

All activities are included with the standard entry fee, unless otherwise stated.  

 

April is Star Month 

a Fundraiser for the BIG Little Science Centre 
 

Sponsor a Celestial Object on the famous 

BIG Little Science Centre Star Wall 

Place the name(s) of your choice amongst the stars. 

Starting at $10, your donations help keep the centre operating and 

encouraging a passion for science in our community. 

__________________________________ 

 

Saturday, April 30: StarLab from the Okanagan Science Centre 

 

Explore the skies above, inside the Okanagan Science Centre’s Inflatable Planetarium. Learn 
about the skies above, stars, and the legends and lore behind them, from your favourite 
guide through the galaxies, Kevin Aschenmeier.  

 

Contact BIG Little Science Centre to reserve seats for one of the five shows: 

10:05, 11:05, 12:30, 1:30, 2:30 

 

Suitable for people 5 and up; must be comfortable in the dark. Each show has a limit of 30 people. The StarLab 
is included with the cost of admission. BIG Little Science Centre would like to thank the Okanagan Science 
Centre for this amazing show. 

Many thanks to our sponsor: 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

Meet the Crystals in Space Team:  1:00pm to 3:00pm 

Hunter, Kieren, Jordan, Ryan and Mrs. Baerg 

Talk to the group who developed a crystal experiment and then 

sent it to the International Space Station for testing. 

Chat about the details and discover the results. Hear about the rocket explosion. 

 View the poster they presented at the Smithsonian Museum. 

Inspire your children to reach for the stars! 
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Robotics Club Update: 

Next robotics club sessions start the week of April 4th 2016. Registration forms are available 

on our website blscs.org. You can join the club mid session if you like. 

 

New! 3D Design and Printing Club: 

Look for the New 3D Design and Printing Club starting April 13 2016.  Look online or call to 

register. 

Thanks to the 100 Men Who Care of Kamloops and the Kiwanis Club of Kamloops for their 

support of the Club. 

Birthday Parties: 

Remember to book your Birthday Party at the BIG little Science Centre early. Spaces fill up 

quick. Details on our website blscs.org. 

Volunteer at the BIG Little Science Centre 
Want something fun and exciting to do? Volunteer at the BIG Little Science Centre. We need 
volunteers for a variety if tasks.  

Some examples: 

 working behind the scenes on maintenance and repair of demos 

 helping with marketing 

 helping with financial abilities 

 event planning 

 presenting shows 

 helping with volunteer coordination  

 And more… 

 

  Join us for some fun! 

BLSC Wish List 

Would you like to help out the Big Little Science Centre?  

Here is a wish list of donations we are looking for: 

 Any Legotm Mindstorms parts      Plastic photo film canisters 

 A 12,000+ sqft building   
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Calendar 2016-2017 

Wildlife at The Dunes Golf Club in Kamloops 

Gordon Gore Photos 
 

This is a 17-month calendar beginning in August 2017. It features fascinating 
photographs of wildlife at golf course. Each month has a photo with a humorous 
caption. A similar calendar last year was very popular. It was used as a fundraiser for the 
BIG Little Science Centre. Price $9.35 + $0.65 PST = $10.00. 

 


